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MINISTRY OF MINES 
(INDIAN BUREAU OF MINES) 

NOTIFICATION 
New Delhi the, 7th June, 2010 

S.O. 134J(E).—In exercise of powers, under the sub-section (1) of Section 10 of the Offshore Areas Mineral 
(Development and Regulation) Act, 2002, the Controller-General of the Indian Bureau of Mines, declared as administering 
authority, vide S.O. 339(E), dated the 11th February, 2010, for the purpose of the said Act, hereby notifies that the mineral 
bearing Offshore blocks, as contained in the Schedule, shall be available for the grant of Exploration Licence. 

2. Persons eligible as per Section 6 of the Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act, 2002 and 
desirous for obtaining Exploration Licence may apply for the grant of Exploration Licence on or from 15 th June, 2010 till 
14th September, 2010. 

3. The applications for exploration licence for the specified blocks in Schedule to this notification shall be submitted 
in Form ‘G’ (available in Offshore Areas Mineral Concession Rules, 2006) to the Controller-General, Indian Bureau of Mines, 
Indira Bhawan, Nagpur, within the period specified herein above, and only such applications received for grant of exploration 
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licence shall be accepted by the administering authority in terms of rule 14 of the Offshore Areas Mineral Concession Rules, 
2006. 

4. (i) Where only one application is received in respect of a block, the administering authority may grant the 
exploration licence to the said applicant. 

(ii) Where two or more applications are received in respect of the same block or substantially the same block, all 
such applications shslll be considered to have been received on the same day and preference would be given to the 
applications in grant of exploration licence after consideration of the applications based on the following parameters in 
accordance with sub-section (3) of Section 12 of the Offshore Areas Mineral (Development and Regulation) Act, 2002 

(a) first preference shall be given to an applicant who requires the mineral for use in an Industiy either already 
owned by the applicant or who has taken sufficient steps to set-up such industiy. In case, there are more than one 
application of such category, the administering authority may grant licence based on a comparative evaluation of the — 

(i) nature, quality and experience of the technical personnel employed by the applicant; 

(ii) financial resources of the applicant; 

(iii) nature and quantum of the exploration work proposed by the applicant; 

(iv) nature, quality and quantum of data submitted along with the programme of exploration; 

(b) in case of applicants not covered under clause (a) above, the administering authority may grant licence based 
on a comparative evaluation of matters stated in items (i) to (iv) in clause (a). 

5. The administering authority reserves the right to consider only such applications for grant of exploration licence 
made for an entire block as notified and reject other applications which seek exploration licence over part areas of a block. 

6. The administering authority may after giving an opportunity of being heard and for reasons to be recorded in 
writing and communicated to the applicant refiise to grant exploration licence over the whole or part of the offshore area 
applied for. 

7. All such applications that are not received during the period specified in the notification shall not be entertained 
and may be considered as deemed rejected by the administering authority. 

8. The application for the grant of exploration licence must be accompanied by the following documents or 
information:— 

(a) a valid clearance certificate in Form Y (as given in Offshore Areas Mineral Concession Rules, 2006) for payment 
of mining dues, such as royalty or fixed rent and other dues payable under the Offshore Areas Mineral 
(Development and Regulation) Act, 2002 or rules made thereunder. 

(b) an affidavit stating that the applicant has— 

(i) filed up-to-date income-tax return (PAN number to be stated); 

(ii) paid the income-tax assessed on him; 

(iif) paid the income-tax on the basis of self-assessment as provided in the Income-tax Act, 1961; 

(c) an affidavit stating the particulars of offshore areas mineral-wise which the applicant or any person jointly with ' 
him— 

(i) already holds under an exploration licence; 

(ii) has applied for but not granted; or 

(iiO being applied for simultaneously under this notification; 

(d) complete details of the industry either owned by the applicant or steps taken to set-up such industry (including 
details on the financial closure of the project); 

(e) complete details on the nature, quality and experience of the technical personnel employed by the applicant; 
financial resources of the applicant; 

(0 complete details of the nature and quantum of the year-wise exploration work proposed by the applicant, 
including details on the work programme for the area applied for. Such a statement would give details on 
activities proposed to be carried out during the period of exploration licence, intended exploration schedule, 
methods to be used, estimated schedule of expenditure, measures to prevent pollution and protect the 
environment; 
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(g) an affidavit stating that the applicant shall not deviate from the work programme for exploration licence, as 
when approved by the administering authority. 

9. The grant of exploration licence in the offshore blocks as contained in the Schedule annexed to any selected 
applicant shall be subject to following conditions: 

(i) prior clearance from the Ministry of Environment and Forests under Environment Impact Assessment, 2006, 
and Coastal Zone Regulations notified under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, if applicable shall be 
obtained by the selected applicant; 

(ii) the areas already granted under Petroleum Exploration licence for oil or gas shall not be available for grant of 
exploration licence under this notification (applicants are advised to obtain details of the area already under 
Petroleum Exploration Licence from Directorate General of Hydrocarbons); 

(iii) prior approval of the Ministry of Home Affairs shall be obtained before the employment of foreigners by a 

selected applicant; • 

(iv) prior approval of the Ministry of Defence and Ministries of Agriculture, Dairying and Fisheries, and Ministry 
of Shipping, Road Transport and Highways shall be obtained by the selected applicant; 

(v) applications shall be made for a minimum standard block of five minutes longitude by five minutes latitude or 
multiples thereof, which shall be contiguous. 

SCHEDULE 


I. Offshore areas available for grant of Exploration Licence in the offshore wafers of Bay of Bengal. 
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II. onshore areas available for grant of Exploration Licence in the offshore waters of Arabian Sea 

SI Bounding Latitude (N) Bounding Longitude (E) Survey Remarics 
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